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TEE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY E, 180th INFANTRY
(45th INFANTRY DIVISION) IN BATTLE OF
NUREMBERG, GERMANY, 17-20 April 1945

(CENTRAL EUROPE CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Compeny Commander)

INTRODUCTION

Thia monograph describes the‘part taken by Company E, 180th
Infantry Division in the attack upon Nuremberg, Germany. This
action toék »lace on the 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th of April 1945.

By the latter mart of March 1945 the allled trooss in Gernany
were maneuvering into position to embark upon what proved_to be
the last great offensive of World Waf IT in Europe. The American
Elggghégyy had established a bridgehead on the eastern side of the.
Rhine River at now historlc Eemagen. The Third American Army had

e

erossed this same river on 23 March near Darmstadt. The Gth U.S.

Army had reached the famous river at Duisberg. (1)
Seventh U.S. Army, Commanded by Lieutenant General Alexander
M. Patch had successfully crossed the Rhine River on 26 March 1945
and continued the offensive into the German heart of Bavaria.
(See Map A) (2) Early in April it became known th#t the 3rd and
45th American Divisions had bsen chosen to attack the Shrine city
of Nuremberg. (3) General Patch's Army was entering the German
Heart. This may kest be explalned by quoting Millers, History of
World War IT. ®With 1ts entry into Nuremberg, Patch's Seventh
Army scored one of the dramatlc victories of the campalgn, as
this city had for years been the shrine of the Nazl Party." (4)
In introducing the reader to this city 1t may be well to first
of all relate some information on its history and locatione.

; A=, Part 8 p. 13 (2) A-1, p. T78; (3) &-1, pe T792;

(1
(4 A'gn P 884;
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Nuremberg 1s geographlcally located in & broad valley of
Plcturesque Bavaria, Germany. With a prewar population of
400,000, (5) Nuremberg was an imwortant clty to the German Reich
as a commerclal, lndustrial, wolitical, art and communication cen-
ter. As a communication center the city acted as the connecting
link between Munich and Berlin. The North-South Railway, the
Autobahn (suser-highway), and other firsi class roads passed
through thias urban area. Also found within the city were natural
and artificisl waterways, represented by the Pegnlitz River and
Ludwig's Canal, respectively. The city is divided into two parts
by the Pegnitz River. Approximately one-third of Nuremberg lies
north of this river. (See Map: Located in the geograshlical
center of the city is the "Caatle of Nuremberg". This was the |
flrst wsortlon of the city to be erected. Mention has been made
in historical documents that the 0ld Walled City exlisted as far
back as 1050 A.D. In the battles of the City States, down through
the cegturies,lthis fortress wasg the scene of much military ac-
tivity. 1Inecluded among the great monarchs that inhabited the
castle were such as the Hohenzollern Family, Charles ITI and
Gharlés-IE. The fortress itself consisted initially of a wsll 22
feet in heighth surrounded by a dry moat 30 feet deep and 90 feet
wide. (7) From time to time the fortifilecatlons were changed
somewhat but basically remain the same today. (See Map B)

It wag 1in spaclous Nuremberg Stadium (See Map B) that the
Nazi‘Party formulated its notorious racial laws, and held their
blg politleal rallies. Therefore it is no wonder that Adoleh
Hitler held this city forever in hls favor and in one instance

called it "the most German of all German Cities." (9)
(5) a-2, ». 74; (6) A-1, ®. 792; (7) A-8, p. 134; (8) A-12;
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THE GENERAL SITUATION

The enemy in front of our 7th Army during thié latter part
of March and early April 1945 had been driven out of the strong
defensive positions ge held west of the Rhine River. 1In less
than a month the key terrain consisting of the Rhine Rlver, the
Maing Rlver, the 1arge citlies of Worms, Aschaffenburg énd Bam-
bqrg #égg-loat. (See Map A) Now the’retreating eneny was fight-
ing with his back to the city of Nuremberg. {(10)

The Germsn Divisions listed as maintaining the ring around

 Nuremberg at thls time consisted of the 246th, 198th, 553rd, 9th,
. 212th, Alpen, Von Hobe, 416th, 256th, 36th and a battle grous of
: the 2nd Panzer Division. The 2nd Mountain Divislon and the 17th

S.8. Division were to be brought from moslitions south of Nurem-
berg, but the'two divisions arrived too late to be of any assls~-
tance to the Germanfcause.. (11)

//The above divisions were in a deplorable state. In every
case the units were understrength. In some instances the Div-
isions were so depleted in manpower that subordinate elements
were without a parent organization until gathsred in by the com-
manding officer of a larger force. (12) Reenforcing the Infan-
try Divisions were nondeseript Artillery Battallions, anti-air-
craft Battalions, 3ervice Troops, Tralnlng Troops, and ¢ivilians
including children barely of teen age. (13)

Enemy morale, milltary and civilian, was low. Yet, because
of the marty members fanatical love for the Fuehrer, the resis-
tance encountered was strong. (14)

The city had been reduced to a mass of ruins because of

2llied bombing, This served to make the fighting for the Infan-

{9) A=7, ®. 176; (10) 8-12; (11) Aa-6, mart IX p. 1; (12)

A-2, . 180; A-6, Part IX p. 1; (13) A-6, part IX ». 1; A=12;
(14) a-12 _



tryman more difficult. The ruins provided the enemy additional
unpredictable positions from which to wage his defense. (15)
Enemy aireraft, that had been almost non-exlstant for weeks,
agalin strafed and bombed our supply columns ans supply routes.
(16) The warm spring weather with very llttle ralnfall was one
redeeming feature in our favor. (17)
4, 7th U.S. Army then consisting of ¥I, XX and XXI Corps had
)ff‘} Q. assigned the XY Corps the mission of reducling the hostlle City
‘of Nuremberg. This Corps, commanded by Major General Wade Hals-
1ip, included the 3rd Infantry Division, the 45th Infantry Di-
vision, the l4th Armored Division and the 106th Cavalry Group.
(18) After 18 Amsril Tth_Army reinforced the XU Corps with the
42nd Infantry Division to facllitate uﬁity of command in taking
the city of Fuerth. (See ﬁgp ¢} (19) XX corps on the XU Cores
right flank was to assist in the cities' ecapture by a screening
action outside the city. (20) The American Dlvisiona encirecling
Nuremberg on 15 April 1945 consgisted of the 3rd Infantry Division
in the north, the 45th Divislion on the northsast, the l4th Armor-
ed Division plus the 106th Cavalry Group in the south, and the
42nd Infantry Division with Combat Command "A" of the 12th Armor-

ed Division on the west. (See Map C) (21)
PLAN OF ATTACK

CORPS

Instructions issued by XTI Corps directed that Nuremberg be
attacked by an eveloping action. The 3rd Infantry Dlvision on
the right and 45th Infantry Division on the left were to approach
the clty from the north and southeast. (22) The Pegnitz River
(15) 4=12; (16) a-2, pe. 75-76; (17) A-12; (18) A-1, ®. 792;

(19) A-11 p. 45; (20) A~1 ». 793; (21) A-l, p. 793; (22) A-1
April, s. 33;



would divide the two assault Divisilons. When the envelopment
was complete the Divisions would be attacking in an almost due
west direction. The 3rd Dlvislion responsibility was all of the
city north of the Pegnitz River. The 45th Division zone was to
be all of the city south of this same river. (See Map C) The
14th Armored Divislon assisted by the 106th Cavalry Group were
to provide the flank ®rotection outside the city in the south
and southeast. The 14th Armored Division was to cut the Auto~-
bahn south of Nuremberg. (23)

DIVISION

The 45th "Thunderbird" Division had just gaptured the clty
of Bamberg 25 miles north of Nuremberg. (See Map A) This vet-
eran division was now ready to comply with XY Corps Operations
Order #176 dated 14 April 1945. This plan ordered the division,
"To eontinue the advance 1n zone, forcing a crossing of the Peg-
nitz Rilver and the cagture of that wsortion of Nuremberg in the
Corps zone south of the Pegnitz River." (24) The decision of
- 37 years old Major General Robert T. Fredrick, 45th commandep,
was a three Reglment attack. The 179th Infantry Regiment on the
right, the 180th Infantry Regiment in the center and 157th In-
fantry Regiment on the left. (See Map C) (25) Support for the
attack consisted of the 45th Division Artillery, which had fired
its millionth round near Nuremberg, the 191lst Tank Battallon and

645th Tank Destroyer Battalion. (26)
REGIMENT

Plans of Colonel E. W. Duval, commanding the 180th Infantry

(23) A-1, ®. 792-793; (24) 4A-10, ». 75; (25) A-5, Chapt. 10,

p. 8; (28) A-T7, p. 21;
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Regiment, placed the First Battallon on the right, the Sscond

. 83
ﬁfiwrt} Battallon on the left and the Third Battalion in reserve for the

Nif;ﬂ

firast days action in Nuremberg. (See Map C) (27)
BATTALION

Attack plans of the Second Battalion, 180th Infantry placed
Company E on the left and Company G on the right with Company F
in reserve. One platoon of tanks and one platoon of Heavy Ma-
chine Guns werg7;££é§héd“£; Company 5. Company G was glven a
ﬁiatoon of Tank Destroyers and a rlatoon of Heavy Machline Guns.
The Battalion's initial objective was the Stadium and Congress
Hall areas. (See Map D) Company G was to clear the enemy in

its zone and capture the Stadlum. Company E was directed by

the Battalion Commander to attack an “intérme@iatef“objective

consleting of a Prlsoner of War Camp called Stalag 13. (See

Map D) Upon the capture of the Prisoner of War Camp the company

F

would continue on to the inltial objective. -(28)

COMPANY E--SITUATION /7% seonefpusn v ini
LOCATION N
On the afternoon of 16 April 1945, Company E, 180th Infan-
try Regiment, received orders to be readyito move from the town
of Lauf. (See Map ¢) Company E, with other elements of the
regiment had been in division reserve for the past two days.
At 1430 hours, following a hot meal, the battalion moved out of
the city in a column of companies, Company E being the second
company in the formation. By 1730 hours the village of Fishbach
(Bee Map D) had been cleared of all emeny by the lead company.

company E had taken up defensive positions for the night at the

(27) A-5, Chapte 10, p. 9; (28) A-12
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- gnorth edge of the village in a wooded area. The Company Comman-
*’l der was called to the Battalion C.P. in Fishbach where the attack
order was issued. City plan maps with the objectives and check
P ;rpoints placed on the maps were distributed to the Company Com-
¥;§ 'aﬁmanders by the 3-3. There would be no reconnalissance before the ¥
ﬁ;ﬂ the attsck. Upon return to the company, the First Sergeant was
given a short resume of the situation and told by the Company
- Commander to let the men sleep. The "order" would be given at

0530 houra. (29)
STRENGTH

The approximate front line strength of the company was 115
privates, 15 non-commissioned officers, and 4 officers. 95% of
the company could be termed as replacements. Over 1600 men had
been placed on the morning report since the company landed in
Sicily on 10 July 1943. The company had turned over eight times

in the twenty-two months it had“néitbeen overseas. (30)
MORALE

Morale was generally excellant. The indlividual scldier was
proud of his unit, from squad through division. It was no trouble

to keep a division patch on any man in this company. (31)
SUPPLY

All supply wase always very closely supervised. The constant
change in leadership, especlally in the rifie squads and platoons
made this a necessity. Of all supply however, the ammunition

supply had to be personally checked by the Company Commander most

(29), (30}, (31) A-12;



frequently. 1In attack orders 6f late this statement was lnclud-
ed, "each man will carry, in addition to the normal cartridge
belt load, 1% bandoleers of M-1, two white phosphorus grenades
and one fragmentation grenade. Xach rifle platoon will ecarry,
regafdless of strength, ten énti-tank grenades and ten hazooka
rounds.” To supply hot food to the company while engaged in
combat operations the ¢ Ton Jeep and Trailer were used whenever
possible., In the attack upon Nuremberg the company organic %
Ton Jeep and Traller brought food as far forward as possible in
marmlte cans. Usually within a bloek of the company C.P. In
the Jeep's load was included mess kits as well as any other class
supply that was needed. Small groups from the platoonas, no lar-
ger than a squad went to the deslgnated mess location , where
each soldier obtained a mesa kit, ate his meal, turned in hia
mess kit and returned to his front line position. 75% of the
meals consumed by Company E while in Nuremberg were served hot.

(32}

COMMUNICATION

COmmunicatiéns differed from the T/0 and E that allowed one
3.C.R. 300 radio for a rifle company. The S.C.R. 536 had proven
inadequate in many cases in the past because of its limitatlions
in certain types of terrain and difficulty in keeping the set in
proper operating éondition. Included, therefore, in the commu-
" nications of the company'was three 3.C.R. 300's. Theae radios
were used by the Company Commander and the two lead platoons.

_ Communications to the other platoons was by 5.C.R. 536 or by one

of the four platoon runners in Company Headquarters. (33)

(32), (33) A-12;
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QFFICERS

Officer personnel consisted of three platoon leaders and a
Company ~pmmender. The lst platoon leader, lst Lieutenant Ray
C. Fee, joined the company on 6 February 1945 (34) and had pro-
ven his abillity to lead a platoon. The 2nd platoon leader, 2nd
Lieutenant Louls Gallico was a battlefield commissioned offilcer
from dompany B 180th Infantry Regiment who joined E Company on
20 February 1945. (35) Thls officer had been a rifle platoon
gergeant since Siecily. He wasa exceptionally cool under fire.
The 4th platoon leader lst Lieutenant Paul Franz was a member
of the company before the Company Commander jolined as a 2nd
Lieutenant replacement officer in October 1944. Lieutenant
Franz was the morale builder of the company.  (36) X new off-
icer was received on April 17, 1945, the day of the‘entry into
Nuremberg. The lst Lieutenant, a replacement, had spent two
days in Battalion Headquarters for the purpose of orientation.
Thile the Company 5 rommander was in the Battalion C.P. recelv-
ing last minute instructions, the officer asked the Battalion
commander if he could go with © Company. The Battallon gommander
consented. The officer wes oriented on the company situation while
going up to the company. Included in this orientatlon was a state~-
ment by the Company Commander which in substance was, "this ia a
good time for you to join the company as combat conditions have
been fairly easy of late. If this continues, which I think it will,
you will have a good chance to get to know your men.” This ad-
viee later proved to be erroneous. The lleutenant was held in

company Headquarters for the time being to allow further orlen-

(35) A-3; (36) A-12;
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tation on company level. (37)

THE ATTACK

lst Day-=17 April

The attack order was glven at 0530 hours after the platoon

A\ leaders had finished breakfast and were still near the Company

foot to the southern

L.

C.P. At 0700 hours the company moved O
edge of Fishhach. (See ﬁ;pfnq Here the platoon of tankes were
picked up. While the unit walked teo this position the Company
Commander was at Battalion receiving additional instruction from
Lieutenant ¢olonel Joseph . Sandlin, the Battallion Commander.
(38)

. The company méved_toward the Prison Cemp by use of the road

.

from Fishbach. (See ﬁ;p D} ‘The formatiqn was & column of pla-
toons. Order of mareh being 2nd platoon with one section of tanks
attached; 3rd platoon snd one section of tanks attached; Com-
pany Headquarteré; 4th platoon, machine gun section; 1st pla-
toon; Heavy Machine Gun platoon from Company H and 4th platoon,
60 m.m. mortar section. (39)

As the north corner of the Stalag was reached the 2nd pla-
toon came under fire. (See‘%ap D) The firing was sporadic and
was coming from towers located along the edge of the P.W. Camp.
The tanks were employed to knock down the lightly constructed
fence while the 2nd plstoon riflemen engaged the towers with
rifle fire. Once the fence had been flattened by the tanks thé
Infantryman poured through the openings behind the tanks. Oncé
through the fence the platoon spread out in fan shape. Reslat~

ance wes light and within an hour approximately half of the mile

(37), (38), (39) A-12;
12
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square prison area had beeh captured. At £his point the German
Commander of the Stalag, a Medical Colonel, surrendered the camp.
Among the 13,000 priscners released were 250 Americans and 450
British. (40)

Before the company could be gathered together and extricat-
ed from this phase of its asslgnment 1t was necessary to request
other troops from Battalion. A riot almost resulted when 5,000
Russian P.W.'s 1in one compound witnessed a change from German
guafds to American guards. The Russisns were infected with ty-
phus and could not be released. Interpreters were used t0 go to
the edge of the enclosure and pass the word to srall groups in-
side that Americen medical suthoritiea would be along shortly to
insure that adequate medical attention was received. The reserve 3
company arrived at 0945 to release Company % of it's P.W. Camp

responsibility. (41) .>»

'I,n\i..lr_' . \,L('\ Al

" The company continued on ita mission using phemp}ghygj from
the P.W. Camp to the objective to gulde upon. Because of the
open nature of the terrain 100 yards dlstance between platoons
was maintained. The movement for the next half hour was rapid,
and no resiastance was encountered. (42)

By 1030 hours the forward elements of the company were with-

in 200 yards of the wooded area south of the Stadium. (See/Map D)
The 2nd platoon started to receive rifle fire from the woods. Two
enemy were ﬁoticed leaving positions at the edge of the woods and
going in the direction of the city. Lieutenant Calllco directed
one squad to move toward the woods. Yhen they were not fired upon
the remainder of the platoon and the tanks section continued to

follow. The wooded area on the left of the hlghway was reached

{40) a-2, p. 177; (41), (42) A-12;
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and by 1130 hours the lead platoon had cleared half of its zone
and taken 6 prisoners. (Seé-Map D) Their progress was stopped_
by heavy flanking fire from the right side of the highway. (43)
fhen the 2nd platoon entered the woods the 3rd platoon had
been employed to clear the wooded park area adjacent to the stad-
ium. (See Map D) The progress of this platoon was checked by
th%?com?any Commander. The platoon had been given to the new
Lieétﬁgént after the Stalag was captured. This unit of Company
% waeg engaged in an assault when the Company Commander arrived.
The sight he wltnessed was very gratifying. The new officer was
leading his platoon in assault fire scross a 50 yard fire break
stralght up on eneny prepared positions. The fire distribution
and marching fire was perfect and every man advanced quickly to-
ward the stubborn Germans. The operation witnessed indicated
orior preparation and excellent leadershlp. Here was surely a
good leader. However, on reaching one of the first positiona
the Ligg{gg;nt lost control of his platoon. The officer sudden~-
1y had stopped and stood looking at a very much dead enemy sol-
dier. The Lleutenant then kept repeating, "I killed him, I kill~
ed him." As the Company Commander was right behind the officer
a little asslstance was glven. GEffort was madé to properly im-
press the Lieutenant ﬁith the fact that his platoon was continu-
ing to clear the position and that his men should never be for-
gotten, and that his place now was with the platoon. The officer
then went on with his platoon. The entire ares was now cleared
on the right side of the highway. 15 prisoners were taken and
an estimated 6 enemy had been killed in the initlal sssault. A

20 m.m. gun that had held up the 2nd platoon was also taken. (44)

(43)3 (44) A-lz;.
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Battalion was notified of the company positions. It was
learned from Lieutenant Colonel Sandlin that the left flank would
be open for gometime as elements of the 157th Infantry Regiment
were engaged with the enemy south of the S3talag. Company G was
called by.S.G.R. 300 and informed of conditions south of the
Stadium. The 3rd platoon would remaln in that posltion until
the Stadium had been cleared by Company G. (45)

By 1430 hour; the 2nd platoon was within 100 yards of the
lake to its direct front. (See Map D) Heavy automatic flre,

88 m.m. firé and small arms began to land on the company posiw
tions. While the fire was belng returned by the lead platoons
60. msm. mortar fire and artillery fire was registered in on Cong-
ress Hali and the Arena. (See Map D) A frontal attack upon
congress Hall was an impossibility. When the heavy firing sub-
sided thé ond platoon was sent around the left side of the lake.
The lake itself served as the right boundary for the platoon.
(See Map D) By 1500 hours the first group of houses at Check
Point 84 (See Map D) had been cleared and the platoon was meet-
ing moderate resistance from enemy loecated arcund Check Polint
99, Tanks were used to full advantage with the platoon and in
this instance it seemed to be their very presence that prompted
the enemy to fall back. (46) |

| As Company G was now in the Stadlum in strength it was safe
to move the 3rd platoon of Company E from 1ts posltions on the
.right of the highway. The platoon was then placed in the line
on the left of the 2nd platoon near Check Point 99. Lieutenant
tallico's 2nd platoon was to attack in the direction of Congress
Hgll while tﬁe 3rd platoon led by Sergeant Challberg cleared the
left portion of the Battalion objective. (See Map D) (47)



Plans formulated were for the 2nd platoon to attack the
Congress Hall strong point at 1600 houfs. Artillery, 88 m.m.
mortar fire and 60 m.m. mortar fire would 1ift at 1600 hours
and the assault on the position would take place. The platoon
reached the edge of the wooded park area adjaclent to Congress
Hall by 1540 hours. The structure waes a massive 4 story build-
ing not yet completed. The scaffolding was still around the
cutalde of the huge U shaped bullding. There was no c¢over or
concealment for the platoon to use. The area that was toibe
erogsed was flat and golid pavement for 75 yards between the
park area and bullding. (48) |

T/Sgt. James Sheridan 4th Platoon Sergeant had moved the
mortars to positiona south of the C.P. whlech was now in the
bulldings at Check Point 84. The Sergeant was adjusting 60 m.m.
fire on the 2nd platoon objectlve, One round seemed to have gone
directly into the center of the large building and for a fraction
of a gecond it appeared to be perfect mortar fire. In reality it
was not. The smoke that railsed from the thunderous blast was a
250 pound'airfplane bomb. The Battalion Commander was pﬁomptly
called by the Company Commander and a reguest was made that he
"raigse hell with someone. The bomb had been within 100 yards
of the 2nd platoon and they were going into Congress Hall in 5
minutes." Actlion was taken and no moré rounds of this welight
and type were received. (49)

The Company Commander found it necessary to move the lst
platoon into positions between the two lead platoons. Heavy Ma-
chine Guns Section still remained under company control in posi-

tions at the south edge of the lake., Company Headquarters Group

(48), (49) A-12;
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wag used to protect the very exposed flank. The trolley car line
embankment was used to advantage to defend this flank. The tanks
with the 3rd platoon were placed half way between Check Points 84
and 99 to provide both flank and frontal protéction for the com=
pany. (50)

The 2nd platoon attacked into Congress Hall at 1600 hours.
From the moment Lieutenant Callico led his men from positionsa in
the park, that contained largesgranite hullding blocks, the en-
emy poured in heavy fire. When about elght men had gone from the
covered position the last man stopped after running about 20
yards. The man turned around and started back toward ﬁhe cover-
ed area. The Company Commander, watching the conduct of the as-
sault from the safe granite block area saw that the other men of
the platoon had not followed after the soldler broke. The re-
mainder of the men in the platoon were told to follow the Com-
pany Commasnder. Upon passing the man that had étopped the en-
listed man raised his Browning Automatic Rifle to indicatg that
1t had jammed. Fnemy positions in front of the bullding were
over-run and occupants elther killed, wounded or signaled to g0
toward our lines. The objective was almost reached with only
three casualties thus far when a Panzerfaust shell landed between
the Platoon Leader, the Platoon Sergeant and the Company command -~
er. The shell exploded close to Staff Sergeant Mile Hartzel, the
Platoon Sergeant. The Sergeant wag blown two feet in the alr,
landed flat, raised his head once and then dled. The company had
lost one of its best leaders. Sergeant Hartzel was being consld-
ered for a commisslon becsuse of his leadershlp abllity. The

building was finally reached and the squads started clearing each
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room. The enemy was holding out under the supervision of two or
three fanatical 3.3. Troopers so placed to insure that each per-
son remained to defend the position to the last. (Congress Hall
was found not only to be four stories high and very wide but
eight to ten rooms deep., By darkness the building was only one-
third cleared of enemy. Over one hundred prisoners were taken
and at least thirty-five had been killed. Litters were called
for from Battallion. The company's four wounded were hand carried
on the lltters back to the Company ¢.P. (51) From this point
the casualtles were transported by Jeep to the Battalion aid
Station. (52)

At 183C hours the left flank came to life. A German Combat
Patrol made an atfempt to come over the trolley line tracks near
Check Point 99. The chief threat was just to the rear of the 3rd
vlatoon positlions. In this action Cofporal Manegs a Browning
Automatic Riflemanjon the 3rd platoong flank selected an alter-

" nate position forjhimself on the reverse slope of the tracks.
The Corporal walted until the Germans had approached within 25
yards of his positlion before he opened fire. After killing two
of the enemy and causing the remainder to take cover the aggres-
glve soldier moved to the enemy side of the tracks and placed
additional fire on other members of the patrocl. Because of Cor=-
roral Manes' action the enemy did not learn that the left flank
of the company was actually weak. The enemy did not try to ex-~
ploit this flank again that night. (53)

Company G had progressed as far as Check Point 97 (See Map D)
but would not:be able to reach the north side of Congress Hall

before tomorrow. Therefore it was necessasry to reluctantly remove
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the 2nd platoon from the Hall., Lieutenant Callico was instruct-
ed by the Company Commander to occupy the old positions of the
enemy near the Hall and dig new positions from this point to the
edge of the lake. The building would be reentered just before
daylight. (54)

The Company Commander checked therfront line positions.
Automatlic Weapons were pléced to afford the best possible defense
for the night and the tank platoon weas deployed along the left
flank and near the Company C.P. Defensive Artillery fires werse
planned by the Forward Observer. & hot meal was fed. Individ-
ual rolls were stacked near the G.P. W#ire lines were lald from
Battalion to Company and from the Company C.P. to the Platoon
¢.P.'s. (55)

The earlier part of the evening was spent in reorganization.
The days action had netted a P.W. Cemp captured, 175 ﬁrisoners
taken and an estimated eighty killed. This was at a cost to the
Company of 7 men wounded and one killed. (56) Three of the
eight casualtles were N.C.,0.'s and two more were privates acting
as asslstant Squad Leaders. |

The 2nd platoon of course was the hardest hit. The morale
was especially low because of the loss of Hartzel. The gulde,
T/8gt. McLaughlin, a veteran of 18 months at Attu was made 2nd
Platoon 3ergeant. The Sergeant had%gg previous combat experlence
however, before joining Company ¥ a month prior to this action..
He was a very able leader. (57)

_ LT Lon!

s/Sgt. Challberg requested that the new offlcer be taken

from the 3rd platoon as the offlcer was excitable and had the

men all on edge. The Sergeant was told by the Company Commander

that some action would be taken. The Officer and other men in

(54) A-12; (55) A-3, April 17, 1945; (56}, (57) A-12;
19



the platoon were telked to by the Company Commander. Conditions
were not stralned between the officer and the men. The officer
contended that in the day's sction he had not glven the German a
fair chance when hls platoon assaulted the posltlion. The Com-
pany Commander gssured the officer that the entire platoon and
its new leader had'performed very well and to forget about "the
German." The officer needed-help to restore his confidence. It
was very definlte that changes had to be made. The next day
found Lieutenant Gallico as Executlve Officer, Sergeant Chall-
berg leading the 3rd platoon and the new Lieutenant wilth the 2\{
platoon. T/Sgt McLaughlin was informed of the new officers good
qualities and the fact that his tendancy to get excited was still
present because of the cofficers inexperience. If this wesakness

appeared again the Company Commander should be notlified at once.

(58)

2nd Day-~April 18+h

As planned the night before the 2nd platoon continued 1ts
job of removing the enemy out of Congress Hall. The bullding
was reentered at 0500 hours. By effective use of white phosphor-
us and fragmentation grenades the Hall was practically cleared
by 0630 hours. Another 75 prisoners and 300 civillians were tak-
en out of-the building. (59)

Company F had replaced Company G as ‘the lead company in the
right sector of the Battalion. (see Map g) The first objectlve
for the day gave Check points 104 and 106 to Company E and the
Arena to Compsny F. (See Map ®) (60)

Company E was ready at 0645 to push with the 1lst platoon on

(58), (59), (60) A-12;
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the right and 3rd on the left. The 2nd platoon was in support.
Other attachments remained the same wlth exception of one Sec~
tion of Tank Destroyers replacing a Section of Tanks. Thils pro-
vided the company with one section of each for the days action.
Flve minutes before time to attack a heavy concentratlon of en-
emy tlme fire was placed on the company poslitions. Immediately
following the heavy sheliing a fanatlical group of enemy about
the size of a platoon trled to penetrate between the lst and}}rd
platoon positions. The attempt was unsuccessful. Battalion and
gompany were notiflied at 0705 that the company was moving as
planned., (61)

The Ieft flank of the company was still open. The rear
elements were to continue keeping a éareful watch on this flank.
Lieutenant Callico was fully oriented by the Company Commander
on his new duties. One specific duty in addlition to the regu-
larly assigned jobes of a rifle Company Executlve was that of
checking the platoon leaders and platoon sergeants as to thelr
position. Map reading was a weak point in all three rifle pla-
toong. Another '"must" for the Lleutenant was to keep Battallon
informed of the situation. (62)

About 0900 hours the lead platoons were slowed because of
increasing resistance. The enemy had been drilven to positions
north of check Points 104 and 106, (See Hap E) 'This section
of the clty had been formerly a very pretty residential part of
Nuremberg. Now it was a mass of jagged ruins with only an occas-
ional house that hadn't been entirely gutted. The defender used

this rubble to the fullest extent possible. The enemy further

- started at this time, to use children and old men to do the ob-
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gerving. The man or child would be noticed walking up to a cor-

ner near front line positions, stand for a whlle and then slowly

amble away. Shortly thereafter artillery and mortar fire would

pinpoint the company positions. Orders Wwere given to the pla-

toon leaders by the Company Commander to fire on any future "ob-

sefvers" of ﬁhis typé. (63) )
‘During the next three hours both lead platoons made delib-agéiﬁ?

arate methodicgl advances in thelr asslgned sectors. Block 3;5 :

4,77 and 9 were taken. (See Map E)} Orders from Batﬁalion halt-

ed the company until Company F finished clearing the Arena. The

morning's advance had been difficult at certain strong polnts.

Located‘in Block 5 was an 83 m.m. position protected by 25 or 30

enemy rifleman. {(See Map ©) The position had been rendered in-

active by tank fire and small arms at one time, but a few min-

utes later the very much respected weapon wag operating agaln.

Positioné for the tankg to fire on the weapon could not be se-

cured. Both platooné?géld fﬁ;bpositionﬁnear Check Polnt 106

and placed frontal fire on,tﬂe strong point. Lieutenant Fee

and the lst platoon cleared Suildings in the right section of

Block 1. (See Map E) The buildings were only lightly held

and in thirty minutes the platoon was ready for further ac-

tion. The platoon was to assault through an open area in Block

1 and come into Block 5 in rear of the gun position. The Platoon

Leader called on the S.C.R. 300 to the Company Commander, with

the 3rd platoon, that he was ready to "Jump." The 3rd platcon

held its fire. Lileutenant Fee was given the word to go ahead as

planned. Shortly thereafter the 1lat platoon could be seen coming
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from between two bulldings 1in Block 1, then straight sacross the
narrow street to Block 5. The enemy gun poslition was taken by
surprise. The artillery plece still had its barrel polnting
toward the American lines., The position was taken with the loss
of one man wounded. The 20 or 25 enemy were all killled with the
exception of three or four men near the gun that were still show-
ing some signs of 1life when observed by Lieutenant Colonel Sand-
lin a short time later. Thé Colonel sternly asked if Company E
had quit taking priscners. The reply by the Company Commander
was that the medics had been notified and that:éﬁemy wounded would
be cared for. The reason for so many dead was also explalined. (64)
At 1400 hours the attack was again resumed. The men had eat-
“en onethird of a K ration during the "break". By 1430 hours both
platoons were engaged against the strongest resistance yet encount-
ered. The advance had progressed to a polnt one block south of
Check Points 111 and 110. (See Map E} In Lieutenant Fee's pla~-
toon area the enemy was occupying two story bulldings, on poth
sides of the street, which had to be cleared room by room. This
had to be done in Block C before a road block in Block D could be
cleared. At 1445 the Lieutenant indicated by radio to the Company
Commander that Block C was taken and that the platoon was assault-
ing the road bloek. Ten minutes later Lieutenant Fee was killed
and a squad leader, Sergeant Benefleld was wounded. (65) The
Lieutenant had been attacking the road block with his platoon.
An enemy machine gun walted until the Lieutenant was 20 yards from
hils position before opening fire. The Lieutenant had tried to
throw a white phosphorus grenade. The grenade had exploded after
the Lieutengnt wag hit, and the grenade burned the map the Lieu=

(64) A-12; (65) A-3, April 18th;
23



tenant had with him. This left only two city plan maps in the
company. The veteran lst platoon Sergeant, T/3gt. Harry Chazin
was again in command of the 1st platoon. The Sergeant was not-
leably moved by the loss of the Lieutenant. The platoon contin-
ued its advance and cleared the rémainder of Bloeck D by 1830
hours.

3/3gt. fhallberg and the 3rd platoon during the same period
‘had been able to advance with only light resistance, with one ex-
~ ception. The plateoon in this instance by-passed unintentlonally
about 15 Germans., This enemy group set up a position in Block 9
after the 3rd platoon progressed to Block 10. (See Map &) When
a runner tried to go from the Company C.P. in Block 7 to the pla-
toon position he was killed. The support platoon was moved into
Bloek 9 and Sergeént Challberg's attached Tank Destroyers were
told by the Company Commander to proceed from their position in-
Block 9 to Block 10. The Germans were then taken without much
difficulty. (66)

At 1845 the Company Commander waé checklng positions on the
objective (Check Polnts 111 and 110) with plans of defending from
this point durling the night. Hopes were hlgh throughout the com-
pany that tomorrow the company would be in reserve. A call was
recelved from Battalion. The Battallon Commander directed that
Company E make a night attack in its zone as soon as ready and |
advance to Check Point 118. (See Map E) The platoon leaders
were called by radio and instructed to contlnue the attack. At
1915 hours the company fighting was resumed. (67)

Fit¥ the company 8lince its capture of the prison camp was g

South African officer, lst Lieutenant James ¥. Low of Johannas-
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burg, South Africa. The Lieutenant, an Infantryman had besn
freed from Stalag 13 and desired to accompany Company £ into
Nuremberg. The officer had been marched through Nuremberg
three days before the Ameriecan attack on the city. The Lleuten-
ant was told that it was strictly forbidden and that the 3outh
African officer had surely carried his share of the burden by
spending three years as a Prisoner of War. The officer conten-
ded he knew many of the gun positions and begged to staye. Each

of the four days 1t was mentioned that Lieutenant Low ghould

' leave but the Lieutenant aslways managed to stay "one more day."

The former Prisoner of War rendered valuable service to the com-
pany, especlally after the loss of some of the leadera. Lleuten-
ant Low was intelligent, spoke fluent German and was constantly
agsisting wherever possible. (68)

The attack was continued with the platoons fighting house
to house. The 3rd platoon in its zone on the left and the lst
on the right. Lieutenant Calllco was instructed to keep the
supporting elements of the company close behind the lead left
platoon. The Company Commander spent the greater share of time
following the lead platoons and checking their positions. The
1st platoon needed the most assistance. The platoon sergeant
did not have a map and would have been unable to accurately read
one under these éonditions if there had been one avallable. (69)

By 2230 hours the attack had progressed through Blocks 16,
17 and 18. (See Map E) The resistance seemed to have lessened.
The Company Commander with the lst platoon at this point called
by radio to Sergeant Challberg to digscontinue clearing houses

and go straight to Check Polnt 118. The Tank Destroyer Section
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~was 10 give close support. Any small groups of enemy were to

be by-passed. The 1lst platoon would do llkewlse in its zone.
Lisutenant Callico was to check Sergeant Challberg's support
platoon and use them to ¢lear any by-passed ernemy. FProgress
was rapih in both platoon zones through Bloeks 20, 21, 22, 23

and 24. (See Map T) Many obstacles in the form of rock and

‘briek slowed up the tank section with the lst platoon. About

1130 hours the 1lst platoon was held up by stubborn resistance
in the righﬁ portion of Block 25. While thisg strong polnt was
being reduced heafy firing could be heard on the left in the
3rd platoon sector. Sergeant Challberg and Lleutenant Calllco
could not be contacted by radio. The filre fight seemed to be
coming from near the objective, possibly in Bloek 27. Ten min-
utes later the firing had ceased and the lst platoon had reduced
the resistance and approaéhed gheek Point 118. Heavy firing
from positions north of the objective and 20 m.m. fire from Check
Point 124 (See Map E) greeted the 13t platoon. A near miss by a
German Panzerfaust was scored befoee the accompanylng taﬁks could
gat out of the street. The enemy then counterattacked with a small
fanatical force in an effort to drive the platoon off the objec~-
tive. This sttack was beatén off. The presence of the supporting
tank sectlon at the edge of Blocks.26 and 27 was very lnstrumen-
tal in driving off the attacksr. The confusion that was in evi-
dence made the issue one of doubt for & few minutes during the
fight on Check Point 118. (70)

After the attack had been quelled the Company Commander was
a very much confused person. The 2nd platoon was on the objective,

the 3rd platoon could not be found; the Tank Destroyer Section
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was absent and Lieutenant Callico was not present. The new offle~-
er related that the Txecutive Qfficer was present at the start of
the fire fight on Cheek Polnt 118, but that Lieutenant Callico had
not been seen since. One of the older men in the 2nd platoon re-
lated that the missing Lieutenant had been seen just before a
"bazooka" round lsnded. 3Since then the Lieutenant had been miss-
ing. Sergeant Challberg and Lieutenant Low were located near
Block 26. {(See Map E) and the platoon was intact. How the 2nd
rlatoon got ahead of the 3rd platoon has never been explained to
the satisfaction of the Company Commanders During the 3rd platoon's
action the Tank Destroyers tookapositions five blocks io the rear
in Bloeck 21. (71)

Battalion was notlfied that the objective was taken at 0130
hours. Defensive positions were complete by 0230 hours. During
the remainder of the night contzet patrols were sent to Company F
located four blocks short of Check Point 117. Patrols were sent
t0 the left but could not contaect the 3rd platoon, 157th Infan-
try Regiment. (72)

Lieutenant Callico was found at daylight. The Lieutenant
had been killed instantly. Hls body was laying in the street in
front of the objective.

In this day and night actlon the company had taken 130 pris-
oners and an estiﬁated 35 -were killed. The company casualties
consisted of 2 officers killed, 3 privates killed and 7 enlisted

men wounded. (73)
(71), (72) a-12; (73) A-3, 18 spril;

27



3rd Day--April 19th

The company spent this day in Battallion Reserve. At OEOO;Pg

hours Company G passed through Company T at Check Point 118, F
fompany continued to attack in the right sector of the Second
Battalion. During the day the maln railroad statlon in the city
was taken and in a night attack, Company G cleared Blocks 28 to
34 inclusive. (See Map F) The 3rd Battallon, 157th Infantry
tied in with Company G about 1300 hours. (74)

For Company E the day was spent to good advantage. The
much needed rest was obtalned. Two hot meals were fed. Thé
platoons were again reorganized. Weapons were cleaned or re-

placed and bearded faces were shaved. (75)

4th Day-~April 20th

Orders were received at 0530 hours on 20 April 1945 instruct-
ing Company % to attack from Company G positions in Block 34.
(See Map F} Lieutenant Colonel Sandlin's order dictated that
company £ would attack in the left sector of the battalion with
the west wall as its left flank. Company F would be again on
gompany E's right. (See Map F) The objective of both compan-
les was the Pegnitz River. (76) |

The coordinated attack jumped off at 0730. This flrst attempd
to get across the wide street between Block 34 and Blocﬁ@ wag
stopped cold. (See Map F) Grazing automatic and small érms fire
wag placed on the attackers. The heavy automatic fire was coming
from the &irection of Company F's area of responsibility. The E

Company Commander did not desire to expose the lead platoon of
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Company & to this flanking fire untll Company F neutralized some
of the fire to 1its direct front. The Company F Commander con-
tended this could not be done. The Battalion Commander was ask-
ed by the E Company Commander to attach one platoon of "Fox" Com-
pany to Company E. After the plan was heard by Lieutenant Colonel
Sandlinwthe request wag granted. The 3rd platoon was deslignated
to gain a foothold in the castle area for Company ®E and the 1lst
platoon of Company F was to do the same for that company. Both
of the platoons were placed in Block 34 and the platoon leaderé
were oriented. White phosphorus grenades would be thrown into
the 40 yard wide street adjacent to the Walled City. (See Map F)
when the street was sufficiently smoked a squad from each company
would cross the street and gain a foothold in the Walled City
srea. The E Company squad was to enter the corner building on
its right boundary and the F Company Squad would enter the cor-
ner building on its left boundary. (See Map F) The first squads
made it across the much clouded street without a shot being fired.
Two or three minutes later after only sporadic fire was heard the
2nd squads of each company were releaséd. In ten minutes tlme
both platoons were in their assigned areas in strength. The
1ight machine gun sectlon of Company &K was next fed into Block 1
of the old city area. One man in this sectlion considered condi-
tions so much under control that the sol&ier gtopped in the middle
of the street and gave a dead German.a fagt check for items that
were apparently of no military value. The soldler was sent on
his way before completing this act. (77)

The attached tank section followed the platoon into the
castle area. Movement was glow because of the ruine in the
streets. By 0930 hours Block 1 had been cleared of 2ll enenye.
(77)  A-12;
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Prisoners were being brought out of cellars, towers, and part-

fally fallen buildings in the area. The prisoner count had al-

ready reached about 75. A company prisoner cage was set up guard-

ed by 2 privates. BRecause of the unusually large amount of pris-

oners being taken lately 1t was found best to hold the prisoners

until a large number were taken. This system was a necessity as

the company strength was low and the front line soldfer could not
be spared too frequently for this job. (78)

The high buildings located in Block 34 provided excellent
observation posts for the 60 and 31 m.m. mortar observers. Ar-
tillery could not be used as the encirelement ring had now nar-
rowed to less than a mile, Resupply of ammunition to the com-
pany, especially the 60 m.m. was ideal. Throughout the days
action the mortars remained in Block 34 and the 2 Ton Jeep with
Tréiler was sble to transport the ammunition directly to the
position. (79)

About 1100 hours a sketch was sent to the company from the
Company Commander of Company F. The sketch had been made by &
prisoner, and indicated that there were underground rooms and
tunnels under the Company E area. The sketch was vague and not
much could be made from it but Lieutenant Low was given the Job
of getting all the informatlon possible out of the prisonerasa. (80)

By 1200 hours the company had advanced to Block 3. (See
Map F) The prisoner count had reached 250. Approximately 50
of the more persistant enemy had been killed. Qeceasionally found
was an S.8. Trooper, usually a 16 or 17 year old fanatlical sol-
dier who would not be taken prisoner and would not allow those

under his control to be taken. About 1230 hours a German Colonel
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was captured by the 3rd platoon. The Colonel indlicated that 200
eneny desired to give up in what was marked as Block 7 on thé
map. The Company Commander told the Colonel to go back and get
them. The German would not consent to do so initially. Later
the enemy officer desired to make an effort. The Colonel with
white flag held high returned to Block 7 with full instructions
on how to surrender. The group had been given until 1300 hours
to come out. If this order was not heeded all fire avallable
would be concentrated on thelr position. At 1255 the German
golonel returned to the 3rd platoon in Block 3. He requested
the concentrated fire to be held until after 1315 as the “pris-
oners" could not gather all their equipment together before that
time. Thls request was granted.

Promptly at 1315 hours a solid line of 200 odd enemy filed
out of the right side of Block 7 and marched straight intc the
Company F dector. The Company F Commander was called by radio
and told that he had 200 more prisoners with the compliments of
Company E. (81)

Lieutenant Low, the South African officer, was posltive that
a large underground existed but no entrances could be found. The
main part of the underground network of rooms was thought to be
under Block 7. (82)

During the next two hours the 3rd platoon cleared Block 3
and 4 but could not gain entrance to the all important Block 7.
The western side of the block was strongly defended. (83)

The 2nd platoon had indicated by S.C.R.ljoo that they now
had possession of Block 5. The Company Ccommander notified the

platoon leader to proceed to Block 6. (See Map F) About ten
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minutes later the 2nd platoon's progress was checked by the Com-
rany cpmmander. Elements of the platoon were found going from
Bloek 5 out through an opening in the wall and into the 3rd Bat-
talion, 157th Infantry zone. This part of the clity had been
taken by the 157th Infantry an hour previous. The Company Com-
mander asked the 2nd platoon leader where he was going. The
answer was to Block 6. The Lieutenants map was checked, and it
had been numbered correctly. The wall had been the left bound-
ary of the platoon since its entry into the Walled City. The
Lieutenant had not used his map and applied.commcn senée. (84)

The 3rd platoon gained entrance to Block 7 (See Map F) af-
ter the 2nd vlatoon partially cleared Block 6 against light re-
gistance. Whlte phosphorus grenades(%?r protectionlﬁéégagain
used as a means of getting into the block initially. The pla-
toons forward movement was limited in the next couple hours by
small groups of enemy defending every room in the western part
of the Block. (85)

Meanwhile the 2nd platoon, making full use of 1its attached
Tank Section had progresséd to Block 9, (See Map F) by 1500
hours. In one instance an enemy position fired flanking machlne
gun and bazooka fire on one of the tanks. The ténk could not
put direct fire on the position but was able to put the muzzle
through a front window and blow out the side wall. The tanker
then was ordered to put 15 rounds through this opening. The re-
sult was a completely knocked out position. During this last
hour additional prisoners were being taken at the rate of 25 to
50 in a group. At one time in Block 9 the Yaompany cage" reach-

ed roughly 200 prisoners before they could be evacuated. In this
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block the first of a series of tunnel entrances were found. In
some cases a group of-prisoners would be captured in a cellar
and five minutes later fifteen or twenty more would be brought
out of the same location. The lst platoon was eventually called
frém its support position to act as guards at each enﬁrance to a

tunnel. As the attacking platoons progressed more entrances

" were discovered than there were men in the 1lst platoon to guard

them. Additional help was received from the 4th platoon.

The 2nd platoon reached the FPegnitz River by 1600 hours.
Battalion was notified that all territory sbove ground had been
taken and the final objective resched. The entire city of Nurem-
berg had fallen with exception of the underground in Company E's
gector. (86)

-Employment of the unit from this point was entirely by Squads
working in through the maze of underground rooms and tunnels. The
2nd platooﬁﬂggﬁloyed under‘Block 9 generally and the 3rd platoon
under Block ?. (87)

At 1330 hours the Reglmental Commander came to Company & to
get first hand informatlon on the.situation. golonel Duval was
shown one of the underground areag. This particular tunnel was
located approximately four stories below ground and consisted of
numerous rooms equipped with food, clothing, anmunition and one
of the strongest radio stations in Germany. The undergrourng was
lighted with electriclty operated by generator located at ground
level. Circulation of air was controlled by a ventilation sys-=
tam. While in the underground area the Colonel was shown one
lockad door made of heavy materilal. It was the opinion of the

Gompany nommander that if this door could be opened it would lead
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through a tunnel to the underground rooms in Block 7. “Yhen the
Company fommander tried to dpen the door a shot was fired from
behind the locked door. The result of the shot was a welt in
the door about knee high. The ~ompany Commander said, "Come on
out." The answer in very broken finglish was, "We will not come
out, we are too strong for you." The unknown person was told
that the c¢ity had fallen and that he had made his declsion, he
would be blasted out. This ended the conversation as the German
would talk no more. 7olonel Duval then sald to the Company Com-
mander, "Ffhat are you golng to do?" Almost at a loss for an an-
swer to the question the officer retorted, "If Engineer help could
be obtained all entrances except one should be blasted shut." The
Colonel agreed with one modificatlion, that being, blast them all
ghut. The Colonel promised to send the Engineers requested and
then left. The ventilation and electrical systems were cut off
in order to further the difficulties of the enemy underground.
(88) |
About 2130 hours Lieutenant Colonel Sandlin and two officers
from battalion accompanied the Company Commander to the under-
ground to hear what the English speaking enemy had to say. This
time the German would not carry on any conversation. #%hlle ex-
ploring the other rooms with the aild of German captured flash- _
lights, Zolonel Sandlin located a framed map hanging on the wall.
This map showed a complete floor plan and proved that the tunnel
area leading to Bloeck 7 was behind the locked door. The Company
Commander made another attempt to get the German to talk. The
door was knocked on, being careful to stay away from the front of

the door should another shot be fired. Finally the same volce was
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heard to say, "Yes," and then, “how do you want us to come out,
we have wounded." The enemy had litters so permlission was grant-
ed for them to flle out bringing the wounded with them. The En-
&lish speaking person was an S.5. First Lieutenant. The German
Lisutenant unlocked his side of the door and led out a total of
65 defenders., The Lieutenant was held behind the door by the
Company Commander and the Battallion Commander prevented the pris-
oners from going into the other rooms. This channeled them up
the stairway to a recelving party at ground level. (89)

The end was almost in sight. The Lleutenant was taken down
the long low tunnel ahead of the Company Commander. Colonel
Sandlin decided to follow to give further protection, should it
be needed. Approximately 50 yards through the tunnel was another
door. The officer was taken through & door that led up a stair-
way and out into a court yard. The court yard contalned many ex-
pensive civilian automobiles. The Lleutenant informed the Company
commander that this was Nuremberg Pollce Headgquarters Parking
Area., The Lieutenant was taken back down the stairway to where
Golonel Sandlin had remalned to guard the door. %hen the door
was reached folonel Sandlin was not to be found. The Colonel's
name was called by the Company Commander. An answer came from
far down the yet unexplored tunnel. The Colonel had reached a
saquad of the 3rd platoon. All concerned were bugily engaged ob-
taiﬁing enemy pistols of all types left by the Germans. Gaulel-
ter Karl Holtz waé found in & pool of blood at ground level 1n a
buillding in Bloeck 7. (90}

On this date, Hitlers birthday the Gauleiter had sent this

measage to Hitler:

(89), (90) a-12;
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My Fuehrer: The final struggle for the town of the Party rallilea
has begun. The soldiers are fighting bravely, and the population
is proud and strong. I shall remain in this most German of all
towns to fight and to dile. In these hours my heart beats more
than ever in Love and Falth for the wonderful German Reiqh and
its people. The National Socialist idea shall win and conquer
all diabolic schemes. Greetings from the Natlonal Soclalists of
the Gau Franconls who are faithful to Germany.

Karl Holz
The Fuehrer had replied:
esese]l wish to thank you for your exemplary conduct. You are
thereby bolstering the spirit not only of the people In your own
Gau, to whom you are such a familisr figure, but also of'millions
of Germans. Now starts that fervent struggle which recalls our
original struggle for power, However great the enemy's super-
iority may be at the present moment, it will still crumble 1n the
end~-just as it has'done before. I wish to show my appreciation
and my sincere gratitude for your herole actlons by awarding you

the Golden Cross of the German Order.
Adolph Hitler  (91)

Karl Holtz had remained and had paid the supreme price.
Nuremberg fell at 2230 houra. The company had ecaptured 750 pris-
oners in the days action. (92) An estimated 45 enemy were killed.
(9%3) The company losses were 3 wounded. (94)

a-1, pe 795; (92) A-4, (Company E Section); {(93) A-123

(91)
(94) A-3, 20 April;
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

Immedlately following the fall of Nuremberg the author could
not understand wﬁy the enemy defended the city so strongly at
this late date in the war. After analyzing the situation it is
now evlident that the city resisted to the very last because of
politieal reasoﬁs. The fanatical efforts of the Nazl party in
implementing its decision to defend the Shrine City fesulted in
heavy loases for both the allies and the enemy. While the "de-
fend at all costa" dlirected by Nuremberg party officlals prob-
ably did delay the end of the war somewhat, it was not worth the
price rald. The battle waged by the enemy in its disorganized
conditlon does bring out one fact to be remembered: Any clty
becomes a formidable obstacle when defended by 1ts inhabitants,
with or without adequate military force, 1f the people of the
city are imbued with the will to resist. (94)

Tactics employed by Company B in thils action were generally
gound and followed accepted principles. The declslon of higher
_headquarters to attack the city by envelopment and block off the
surround ing ares by encirclement was effective. The selection
of thils method of employing troops in the attack hastened the
end of hostllities 1n Rurope, for the enemy, after committing
his forces to the defense of the city, was denied further.use of
his troops. (95) I

Intelligence Agencles worthy of a.'d.x}:e:s;hé;éﬁiior{‘} since in-
formation about the underground in the 0ld ¥Walled éity was not
ccllected, collated and disseminated to the assaulting compan-
ies. The mere fact that an underground existed "somewhere 1in

Nuremberg®, would have been of value to rifle companies, but

(94), (95) Personal Opinion;
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even thls was not passed down. (96)

In this operation hot meals were fed to the troops as often
as time permitted when Company & wag not actively engaged in an
assault. In one instance during the attack, forty-five minutes
sleep was sacrificed to allow a hot meal to be fed before the
company began the morning's action, On other occasions when
time 4id not allow a normal hot meal to be served, hamburger
sandwiches were sent from the company kitchen. (97)

Communication facilities were a contributing factor to the
Succesg of the company in thls action. 2After the loss of two
platoon leaders and a platoon sergeant, the two extra 3CR 300's
were especlially appreciated. The extra radios were valuable aids
to maintaining control when 1t was impossible for the Company
Sommander to personally cheek progress of new platoon leaders
and platoon sergeants leading platoons, composed of men with
little ability to read a map. {(98)

The very presence of armor, used with the lead platoons,

~-speeded the taking of various sirong points lmmeasurably. Ob-

gservation for armor was limited, but tank fire was zenerally
effective when delivered. When tanks were used in close support
the tank Infantry team was potent, but when elther the Infantry
Commander or the Tank Commander did not cooverate this combina-
tion ceased to exlst as a team. (99) |

Several times during the capture of the city the Company

jcommander allowed his desire to personally influence the actlon

{to place himself in situations from which he could not control
hig entire company. The cholce in each instance had to be made
on the spot, but had he planned hlg movements in advance some of
his hours soent as a riflemen might have been eleminated. (100)
(96), (97), (98), (99), (100} Personal Opinion;
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The newly assigned officer showed many good qualities as a
leader, however when this officer became excited, he was nd long-
er proverly able to lead the 3rd platoon. Probably the Company
gommander contributed to the officers difficulty with this unit,
by giving the officer command of the platoon in such a short
time after joining'the company. (101)

In the night attack, partial control of the company was lost
by the Company Commander near the objective, Despite thls the
attack was successful because of the ability of each leader to
control his squad or platoon despite the darkness and a stubborn
enemy. {102)

¥Fhite phosphorus grenades were used to good advantaze to
save many lives. TFor this reason the attack order included, for
emphasis, that two white phosphorus grenades would be carried per
man. Before each attack, the platoons were pergonally inspected
by the fompany Commander, to insure that the soldier had avail-
able all of the protection that could be procured for hls use.
(103)

sompany attack formations were usually two platoons sasault-
ing with one in support. The support platdon had to be very care-
fully moved in each instance. In rotating the attacking platoons,
each platoon was used on a schedule of two days attacking and the
third day in support. This method ssemed to obtaln the best re-
sults caused less dissatisfaction among the company than any other
method tried. (104)

Inability of certain officers and N7O's to read a map almost
caused a crossing of units during the action. Whille the basic
training of newly arrived replacements is beyond the scope of
(101), {(102), {103), {104) Personal Opinion;
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a company 1n combat, the Company Commander in this case should
have 1ncluded this grave training deficiency in his plans or

reghifted certain key personnel. {105)

LESSONS
l. An envelopment of a terrain feature, such as a city is
an effectivé way to reduce resistance, eépeciaily when the attack-
ing force is 6n exploltation, and the enemy 1is fighting a series
of delaying actions.
J}H 2. The use of Alr Missions to reduce the effectiveness of

oW N
v Efenemy defenses can produce incalculable assistance to attacking

g

units. Close coordination between alr and ground must be accom-
pllished especlally, in city fighting where one built up area 1s
indistinguishable from another.

3 In teaching the individual soldier map reading, too
much emphasis cannot be placed upon the practical application of
basi&vﬁrinciples. -

4, A retreating, disorganized army, can avoid final dis-
aster for a sustained period, if its civilian populace is so im=-
bued with an undying love for what 1s belleved to be right, that
it will deny the attacker any concession whatsosver,

“ 5. Intelllgence must be collected, collated and déissemin-
ated to the smallest unit.

\/6. Company Commanders must be aggresslve bhut should ra-

| frain from becoming involved in nlatoon filre fights.

\/%.‘ When it is neceasary for o rifle Company Commander to
agaume temporary command of a platoon this should be the line of
action to follow. The time spent with the platoon should be re-
duced to the absolute minimum time necessary to restore the

(105) Personal Opinion .
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platoon to its normal efficlency.

. ¢ivilians when acting as observers for a defender must
be fiyed upén by attacklng troops.
9. Hot food in the stomachs of your men ia the responsi-
bility of the Company commander. That he should never evade

regardless of circumstances.
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